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who masters it, and out of sight of old acquaintances will hurl it' from him as only a painful relic of wasted years. I repeat it, be patient, brethren; be generous, if some beside you cannot any longer live as you do, and be safe. It is as much the will of God that they should live the ascetic life, as that you should do Him service in your homes.
Let me insist upon this point with all the energy I may. In every generation of the Church, the Holy Ghost from time to time will call men directly, out of the state to which the world declares that they have been born. God will invite them to achieve a literal imitation of Christ's renunciation of these comely ornaments of life. They will seem to be as fools for Christ's sake, but they will be witnesses to burning truths which %vould else be quenched. They will raise the standard of all devotion in our land, and we shall be safer in our easy homes for the watch-fires they keep up with rigour on. their hearths. Days of excessive wealth, when dress and furniture and equipages and systems of art are laying hold imperiously of the public ' mind, these arc just the days when souls that follow Christ will, for their own salvation's sake, with no ambitious thought of influence, espouse a lot of hardness and the Apostolic life.